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Overview 

Jin Mao tower, in the Pudong new area of 

Shanghai is one of the highest skyscrapers.  

Made of ornately formed stainless steel, 

aluminum, and glass, the materials and 

decoration fashion an fantastic experience. 

The structure design also enabled the 

engineers to hollow out that portion of the 

central core to create the towerĽs 

centerpiece ð a 650-foot-high atrium, 

tallest and highest in the world, extending 

up from the 56th floor. 



ÃReaching to the heavens, the towerõs 

pinnacle extends to further intensify the 

design while the glass reflects the gray 

sunshine, adorning the tower with a sacred 

atmosphere. 

Sufficient Identification Evidence 



Description of main structural system 

The Super-High-rise structure boasts 

an entire vertical deflection of only 

two centimeters, with itõs roof 

shifting less than half a meter.  

Stability is ensured with up to 108 

miles per hour wind and can 

withstand a level seven scale 

earthquake.  This resistance is 

possible in part by the tough glass 

skin of the outer walls.  



Background 

This building includes modern offices, a deluxe 5-star hotel - the Grand Hyatt 

Shanghai, exhibition halls, banquet halls, an observation deck, and entertainment 

facilities. 



Background 

The 51st and 52nd floors are the 

mechanical and electrical 

facilities center, which are 

restricted for the tower's working 

staff; the 53rd to 87th floors are 

reserved for the deluxe Grand 

Hyatt Hotel of which, the 86th 

floor houses a club exclusive for 

the hotel guests and the 87th 

floor lodges the hotel restaurant; 

and, the 88th floor-the highest 

floor, is reserved for the tower's 

observation deck, which can hold 

1000 people at one time. 



Background 

The tower has the best elevators available. Two direct elevators operate at the speed of 

9.1 meters (nearly 30 feet) per second that can send visitors from the ground floor to the 

88th floor for only 45 seconds. There are also five to six elevators every 10 floors, which 

reduce waiting-time to 35 seconds even during rush hours. 

 



The Architect 

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, founded in 1936, is one of the largest and most influential 

architecture firms in the world.  

Head architect Adrian D and head engineer 

Stanton Korista, lead the design process from 

1993 until completion in 1998. Over 30 

architects and engineers worked on the 

project.  



The Concept 

With its postmodern form, it evokes the 

architecture of the traditional Chinese 

pagoda by creating a rhythmic pattern 

growing in height. The proportion of the 

building revolves around the number 8. 

In Buddhism 8 is a lucky number, 

associated with prosperity, economy, 

gold and trade. 


